:2 Print Version :: Columbus Telegram

columbustelegramecom

Print Page

Workshop to focus on scams targeting
Hispanics

By Adrian Sanchez/asanchez@columbustelegram.com

COLUMBUS - The East Central District Health Department will host a workshop in
Spanish about fraud and scams that target the Hispanic community.

The workshop, which is open to the public, will be at 6:30 p.m. Thursday at the health
department, 2282 E. 32nd Ave. Josie Rodriguez, Latino outreach coordinator for the Nebraska
attorney general's office, will host the seminar.

Holley Hatt, communications director for the attorney general's office, said the presentation will
educate consumers on a broad range of topics, including services provided by the attorney
general's Consumer Protection Division, Internet fraud, sweepstakes fraud, identity theft and
“other scams that target the Latino population.”

The Consumer Protection Division offers brochures and online information in English and
Spanish on the most prevalent frauds and scams, Hatt said.

Rebecca Rayman, executive director of the health department, said fraud prevention
information has been readily available in English but has just recently been made available in
secondary languages.

“From time to time we hear about cases of fraud that occur against clients, and we want to do
our best to help educate them and prevent that from happening. While many who speak English
receive information on the radio and in newspapers, if someone speaks another language it is
difficult to get the message,” Rayman said. "“We want to make sure we are getting information
out in Spanish as well as English. We would be happy to bring (the presentation) in English if
there was an interest.”

The attorney general's office recently published new fraud brochures with Spanish translation,
she said, so this is a good opportunity to get those brochures out to the Hispanic community
because it is very important the Spanish speaking population receives the information.

“The intent is to educate individuals who may not be familiar with the legal system on ‘What is
fraud?' People who don't understand may become victims of fraud,” Rayman said. “We have
great people in our community, and this is just a way to assist all members of our community
about what risks are out there.”
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