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County approves $7 million in bonds for health center

By Nick Hytrek Journal staff writer

As the walls of the new Siouxland Community Health Center continued to rise just blocks away, Woodbury

County leaders gave formal approval to a major piece of the new facility's financing.

The Woodbury County Board of Supervisors on Tuesday passed a resolution authorizing the issuance and sale
of $7 million in revenue bonds on behalf of the health center. The board had given initial approval in April.

That same month, the SCHC announced plans to build a $10.8 million clinic next to the current center at 1021
Nebraska St.

Construction has begun on the three-story clinic, which is now planned to cover 61,000 square feet, up from
53,000 square feet in initial plans.

"l think everything's going as planned. We're a week or two behind because of all the rain," health center CEO
Michelle Stephan said. "It's going very, very well."

Funding is in place for the expansion, Stephan said. In addition to the bonds issued through the county, the
SCHC will use grants and cash on hand. Tuesday's board action places no financial obligation on the county,
which acts as a vehicle through which the bonds are issued.

The SCHC has outgrown its current building as usage has grown by 11 percent a year. Last year, 13,000
people made 60,000 visits.

The new clinic is expected to be completed by January 2009.

The SCHS is a federally funded clinic that treats low-income patients, many of whom don't have health
insurance. It offers medical and dental services and will add radiology once the new building is finished.

Nick Hytrek can be reached at 712-293-4226 or nickhytrek@siouxcityjournal.com.
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