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It's their party

 

Baby Boomers for Babies is planning a community-wide 
birthday bash and motorcycle ride for anyone turning 50 this 
year. Proceeds will be donated to People's Community Health 
Clinic's Newborn Follow-up Clinic. Committee members are, 
from left to right, Ron Knapp, Elaine Eggers, Kim Neumann, 
Kent Orchard, Sue Gress, Cary Darrah, Gary Kroeger, Vicki 
Reece, with PCHC executive director Jennifer Lightbody. 
JESS LIPPOLD / Courier Staff Photographer

By MELODY PARKER, Courier Arts / Special 
Sections Editor 

WATERLOO --- Gary Kroeger doesn't mince 
words describing what life is like at 50.

"I need a support group," says the former 
"Saturday Night Life" alum and Cedar Falls 
native. He laughs, adding, "It's the golden 
anniversary of my life, and whether that's an 
easy or hard thing to swallow, I think it deserves a support group."

So he joined one.

Elaine Eggers of Waterloo and a committee of friends, including Kroeger, have put together a community-wide 
birthday bash for anyone turning 50 this year.

The event takes place at 6:30 p.m. July 7 at Jameson's Pub, piggybacking on the excitement and crowds 
gathered downtown for the Waterloo Jaycees Annual Fireworks Festival. Eggers' husband, Buck Clark, owns 
Jameson's. A motorcycle ride takes place from 4 to 6:30 p.m., beginning at Silver Eagle Harley-Davidson Buell, 
4022 Sergeant Road.

Forget about black balloons, "Over the Hill" party favors and "Who's Counting?" banners. This is a chance for 
just-turned or going-to-turn 50-year-olds to celebrate a milestone birthday their way, says Eggers, instead of 
dreading a surprise party family and friends are certain to spring.

"I was turning 50 this year and a lot of other people I know are, too. We started out thinking, 'wouldn't it be fun to 
have a big party' to 'wouldn't it be fun to have a big party for everyone turning 50 this year,' and it evolved into an 
event that we hope will do some good in the community," she explains.

"It's our party and we'll cry if we want to --- or raise lots of money," Kroeger notes.

Each motorcycle rider is asked to pay a $5 fee. All proceeds will be donated to People's Community Health 
Clinic's Newborn Follow-up Clinic. The clinic's program provides post-discharge visits for newborns at Allen 
Hospital. Staffed by PCHC's pediatricians, pediatric nurse practioners and pediatric nurses, the clinic should 

http://www.wcfcourier.com/articles/2007/06/24/fea...s/lifestyles/d32cafb6c92a51b986257302003ae5ea.prt (1 of 2) [6/26/2007 3:31:19 PM]




