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Peoples Clinic gets $300,000 for Butler County office

By PAT KINNEY, Courier Business Editor 

CLARKSVILLE -- Sen. Tom Harkin Friday announced that Waterloo-based Peoples Community Health Clinic in 
Waterloo is receiving $300,000 from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services to locate a satellite 
office in Clarksville in Butler County.

The clinic will be located in a former grocery store building on Main Street in the city's central business district, 
Peoples Clinic executive director Jennifer Lightbody said. It will offer medical and dental services and is 
anticipated to be open in January. Business hours have yet to be determined, but she said will be done in 
consultation with residents of the community and the county.

It is the first such satellite clinic Peoples had established, Lightbody said. "This was part of President Bush's 
initiative to put a community health clinic presence in 200 of the poorest counties in the nation," Lightbody said. 
She was not directly aware of the specific criteria under which Butler County qualified for the facility.

A private entity will extensively renovate the building and lease it to Peoples, said Lightbody and Clarksville City 
Council member Jeff Kolb, who is working with the clinic on the project. Kolb said the project is estimated to cost 
$800,000, and all parties involved were awaiting the federal grant in order for the project to proceed.

Final financing details for the renovation's total costs have yet to be worked out. Lightbody said the $300,000 will 
be used as start-up money to finance equipment and five months' operating expenses. Peoples applied for the 
money in March.

Harkin, a longtime supporter of Iowa's 14 federally-funded community health centers, is the chairman of the 
Senate Appropriations panel that funds health programs.

"Community health centers are crucial to our diverse areas. They provide adequate health care for Iowans 
regardless of their ability to endure the cost of treatments and consultations," said Harkin. "Expanding 
Waterloo's facility to also serve neighboring Butler County residents is the right thing to do so that Iowa families 
can continue to live safe and healthy lives."
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